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GARDENEWS  

A Message From Our President 

òWhen one tugs at a single thing in nature, he finds it attached to the rest of the worldó    
                                                                                                                     -John Muir  

 
As we begin the New Year, let us reconfirm the fact that we are a part 
 of a dynamic group of volunteers who through conservation, preservation, 
environmental awareness, garden therapy, civic improvement, legislation and 
working with youth enhance and beautify our state. Working with Habitat 
For Humanity is  a wonderful club project.   Please be reminded that we 

depend on state life memberships and donations to subsidize our scholarship 
funds. And donõt forget the National Disaster Fund. Many clubs make a 
donation every year. Our own state has been a recipient of these funds. Be 

thinking about refurbishing an existing Blue Star Memorial or erecting a new memorial to 
honor those who serve us. I look forward to hearing about the many club projects at the 
districtsõ annual meetings in March. 

I hope to see most of you at our State Annual meeting on March 23rd at Turf Valley Resort 
and Convention Center. Our dynamic, Elyssa Baxter, Annual Meetings chairman, has been 
working diligently to present you with a memorable day. 

It wonõt be long before daffodils will appear giving us hope that warmer weather is ahead. 
We should have many òGolden Daysó with all the bulb plantings done by the various clubs. 
April will be a busy month: Daffodil Shows, Garden Study School, and Conservation Day. 

It will be a special May with the 
opening celebration of our 
headquarters in the Vollmer 
Education Center at Cylburn 
Mansion. District III and IV are 
p la nn in g  man y  ex c i t i n g 
things.  Thank you, Pauline 
Vollmer for your generous 
donation, and thank you Lissa 
Williamson and Jackie Handley 
for your dedication and hard work 
in making this project a reality. 

With all the wonderful happenings 
this spring our membership should 
soar! 

Warm wishes to you all, 

Jeanne  

President Jeanne Davis 

GARDENEWS   

is  

Going Green!  

Our July Issue of GARDENEWS will be 
published exclusively online at our  

State Website: www.fgcofmd.org  

District Directors will be notified when 
GARDENEWS is posted online and will 
email that information on to their Club 

Presidents.  Club Presidents will then email 
the State Website link to individual club 

members throughout Maryland.   

  "There is nothing in which the birds differ more 
from man than the way in which they can build and 

yet leave a landscape as it was before."  
Robert Lynd 
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Wreaths Across America - District I Project 
 

The Wreaths Across AmericaÊ story began over 18 
years ago when the Worcester Wreath Company from 
Harrington, Maine initiated a tradition of donating and 
placing wreaths on the headstones of our Nationõs fallen 
heroes at Arlington National Cemetery.  Recognition of 
the service and sacrifice of our veterans, and their 
families, is especially poignant during the traditional 
holiday season. 
Worcester Wreath Company continues to be a major 
supporter of the project, donating over 25,000 total 
wreaths in 2008. Over 100,000 wreaths are sponsored 
by individuals, businesses, and groups from 
communities Nation-wide. Wreaths are placed in all 50 
states from Maine to Alaska and Hawaii, at several 
locations is Iraq, and at 24 national cemeteries on 
foreign soil.  More information about the program and  
a list of participating locations in Maryland is available 
on the website at  www.wreathsacrossamerica.org 
 

On December 12,  the Garden Clubs of  District I 
participated in the 2009 Wreaths  Across America 
Project.  Representatives from the garden clubs joined members of the Civil Air Patrol, Red Knights, and Worchester County 
Veterans  Memorial for the wreath memorial service.  Wreaths were placed on medallions in the chapel as taps were played by 
bagpipes.  After  the very moving ceremony,  everyone present placed wreaths in the Veterans Cemetery.  Three hundred 
wreaths were donated for the grave sites.  Next year, District I Garden Clubs hope to increase awareness of the project so that 
all graves sites may have wreaths.    We as a District will be placing 5,000 flags at the graves during the week before Memorial 
Day in May of 2010.    Bozy Markiewicz 

District I Garden Club members 
Wreaths Across America Project 

Central Atlantic Region  

Conference 2009 Awards   
Youth Excellence:  3rd place - Kent Island GC Youth Gardeners 

Poetry District I:    1st place  - Worcester Co GC 4th Grade 
Poetry District III:  1st place  - Roslyn GC 8th Grade 
Poetry District I:    Certificate  - Talbot Co GC 6th Grade 
Poetry District I:    Certificate  - Worcester Co GC 7th Grade 
Poetry District II:   Certificate  - Naval Academy GC 5th Grade 
Poetry District II:   Certificate  - Moonflower GC 2nd Grade 
Poetry District I:    Certificate  - Worcester Co GC 3rd Grade 
 

High School Essay District I: 2nd place -Worcester Co GC 12th Grade 

Small Standard Flower Show District I: 2nd place - Chesapeake GC 

Outstanding Educational Exhibit -  
                                  District II: 3rd place - Moonflower GC 

Civic Development - 
        Medium Club District I: 1st place - Kent Island GC  $100 
        Small Club District III: 1st place - Gunpowder GC   $100 

Environmental Concern Award District II:2nd place-Four Rivers GC 

Jean Ladson Outstanding Achievement Award - 
        Large Club  District III: 1st place - Lutherville GC  $100 
        Medium Club District IV: 1st place - Cliff Dwellers GC  $100 
        Small Club District IV: 2nd place - Lake Hills GC 

Cash Award for a Group of Clubs -  
        District III & District IV: 1st place $50 each 

Violet S. Thoron Award Federated GC of Maryland Outstanding  
  Education Program: Landscape Design - Mary Ellen Bay & Susie Heck   

The Central Atlantic Region Conference was held in 
Tarrytown, New York on October 31-November 3, 2009. 
Federated Garden Clubs of Maryland representatives attending 
the conference were: (L to R): Jeanne Davis, Maria Coulter, 
Frank Coulter, Sylvia Deck, Lissa Williamson, and Jackie 
Handley.  
Sylvia created the  floral interpretation (below) representing 
the painting òKindred Spiritsó at the Hudson River School of 
Art Museum. 

C.A.R. Director Carmie De Vito 

òBECAUSE OF YOU AND WHAT YOU DO, 
MAKES OUR WORLD A BETTER PLACEó 


